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“A high amenity residential community nestled into the Auckland countryside”
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3

1: THE GATEWAY
2: THE TERRACE

5

a higher density area close to local shops and transport connections

a mixed density neighbourhood with prime views of the substantial Murphy’s Bush

3: THE HIGHLANDS a lower density neighbourhood climbing the sunny slopes look down over McKenzie’s stream
4: THE CONSERVATORY
5: THE CROSSING

a premium countryside living area

a multiple density area wrapped in open space and bush
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VISION AND PURPOSE
VISION:

Murphy’s Park is a high amenity
residential community nestled into
the Auckland countryside offering
a superb balance of access to the
City’s amenities, elevated views, and
native bush surroundings.
PURPOSE
This design code must lead the design, construction, and maintenance
of all buildings in this neighbourhood. Its purpose is to maximise the
value of your and your neighbours’ investments and ensure that over
time the neighbourhood’s distinguished qualities are retained.
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DESIGNING YOUR BUILDING AT
MURPHY’S PARK
ACHIEVING A QUALIT Y DEVELOPMENT
Murphy’s Park is intended to be a quality development encompassing
buildings of many shapes, sizes, styles, and materials.
Every residential section in this development is subject to legal
requirements designed to protect the long term amenity and value of
your most important purchase.
This code, which may change from time to time, does not set out
fixed solutions, but contains the key elements for timeless and
desirable homes. Your building has to demonstrate how it has met the

The Review Panel reserves the legal right to require your house design

When designing your building you
should seek to answer the following
questions:

to be changed if it does not meet expectations.

•

Will it sit well alongside the surrounding homes and streetscape?

•

Is the design environmentally responsive?

•

Will the character of this building fit in within the surrounding

requirements set out in this code, and be subject to formal approval
by the Review Panel before any resource or building consents can be
obtained from the council.

countryside environment?
•

Is it an elegant and timeless design, and considered good
architecture?

•

Does it contribute towards a safe and active neighbourhood?
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DESIGN QUALITY OBJECTIVES

Welcoming and
encouraging of
social interaction
A safe and
family friendly

Connecting to the street with
habitable spaces at the street side
of the dwelling, and by having a
visible front door.
Low fencing in the front yard and
active rooms looking out to the
street.

place

A quality development:
An elegant and timeless
neighbourhood that
encourages social interaction
and is welcoming and safe

An established
and unique

New buildings to sit well with
existing buildings and landscaping
around them.

streetscape
Endurance in
our subtropical
climate

Choosing materials that weather
well in Auckland’s humid
subtropical climate. Use of
sunshade elements, verandahs,
balconies and eave overhangs to
protect from the summer sun and
let in winter sun.
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ARCHITECTURAL DESIGN

Arc h i te c t u r a l Design
Murphy’s Park is intended to be a quality development encompassing
buildings of many shapes, sizes, styles, and materials.
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ARCHITECTURAL DESIGN

BUILDING LOCATION AND FORM
Your building must be designed and laid out so that it is distinctive
and contributes to a sense of community. The use of simple geometric
shapes and well established residential character elements are
expected.

LOCATION
Building Footprint

Rear Yard

Buildings must be predominantly located in the front
half of a section, so as to define the street and to
maximise private yard space behind.
Buildings cannot be closer than 2.5m to the front
boundary in the Mixed Housing Urban Zone and 3m
to the front boundary in the Mixed Housing Suburban
Zone.
Side yards cannot be less than 1m wide, unless the
frontage width is less than 12.5m - when one side can
be reduced to zero provided a maintenance solution is
in place and legally protected.
A garage door facing the street must be at least 5m
from the front boundary, and must always be set
behind the front face of the dwelling.

Orientation

Side Yard

Service
Space

Building located
to the front of
the section

1m

Entry

5m

Garage is set
back

The building should be orientated for optimised solar
access. Avoid designing houses that have the main
outdoor living area facing south.

Front Facade
Front

2.5m MHU

Yard

3.0m MHS

Consider window placement when space planning.
Natural sunlight is important to achieve warm, dry, and
light living environments.
Other
Considerations

Provision must be made for service space and clothes
drying that should not be seen from a street.

STREET
Locate buildings to define the street and maximise private yard space.
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Size

Consider the scale of the surrounding built context
when deciding on the size of the building.

Geometry

Units should be composed of simple geometric forms.
The design should express the main body of the house
as a legible primary form with any additional secondary
spaces connected in a way that doesn’t obscure the
main building form.

Accentuation

Create strong and clear building massing on corner lots
to define the streetscape.

Visual Variety

If a house design approval is to be sought, that is very
similar to a design that has already been constructed
or approved in that street, there must be at least two
differently designed houses in between the new and
the approved house, to avoid creating a street where
houses look the same.

Step

Work with the contours of the site, the ground floor
level can be stepped to follow the land

Set back

To allow natural light into habitable rooms, set backs of
at least 1m from side yards can be utilized.

Express the main body of the house with simple geometric forms
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Access to sunlight and daylight is important. For this reason we have Height in Relation to Boundary (HIRB) Rules that aim to avoid buildings on one
site physically dominating and blocking solar access to another site. The following table summarizes the HIRB parameters for Murphy’s Park:
Front lots

Corner lots

Front lots adjoining a corner lot

Street
boundary

For all lots, the height in relation to boundary control does not apply to the street boundary.

Side
boundary

Up to a max distance
of 8m from the rear
boundary:

•

HIRB of 5m and 45°

The remaining part of
any side boundary that
is beyond 18m from the
front boundary:

Rear
boundary

On the shortest side boundary of the corner
lot:

•

Eastern/western boundaries: HIRB of
2.5m and 45°

•

Northern boundary: HIRB of 2.5m and
55°

•

Southern boundary: HIRB of 2.5m and
35°

•

All buildings within 6m of the shortest
side boundary must be limited to a single
storey and a 5m maximum height

•

Eastern/western
boundaries: HIRB of
2.5m and 45°

•

Northern boundary:
HIRB of 2.5m and
55°

On the longest side boundary of the corner
lot:

•

Southern boundary:
HIRB of 2.5m and
35°

Up to a max of 18m from the front boundary:

•

HIRB of 5m and 45° must apply

For the remaining part of the side boundary
that is beyond 8m from the rear boundary:

•

Eastern/western boundaries: HIRB of
2.5m and 45°

•

Northern boundary: HIRB of 2.5m and
55°

•

Southern boundary: HIRB of 2.5m and
35°

•

Eastern/western boundaries: HIRB of 2.5m and 45°

•

Northern boundary: HIRB of 2.5m and 55°

•

Southern boundary: HIRB of 2.5m and 35°

Exceptions

A gable end including
fascia up to a max of 7m2
may intrude into the HIRB
On boundaries that adjoin the shortest side
recession plane. For the
boundary of a corner lot (including where that purposes of this rule a
side boundary extends beyond the corner
gable end is defined as the
lot):
triangular sides of a building
• Eastern/western boundaries: HIRB of 2.5m with a gable roof where the
wall reaches all the way to
and 45°
the ridge.
• Northern boundary: HIRB of 2.5m and 55°

•

Southern boundary: HIRB of 2.5m and 35°

•

All windows above the ground floor
level facing the corner lot (or facing a
lot adjoining the corner lot) must have a
window sill level at least 1.6m above the
floor level or be fitted with opaque glass.

On boundaries that adjoin the longest side
boundary of a corner lot:
Up to a max distance of 8m from the rear
boundary:

•

HIRB of 5m and 45° must apply

•

Southern boundary: HIRB of 2.5m and 35°

No account shall be taken
of minor projections such as
radio and television aerials,
antennas, solar heating
devices and chimneys (not
exceeding 2.0m in any
horizontal direction and
projecting no more than
2.0m above the maximum
permitted height of the
main structure).

Where a site abuts an
entrance strip, private way,
For the remaining part of the side boundary
access lot, access way or
that is beyond 8m from the rear boundary:
public walkway the furthest
• Eastern/western boundaries: HIRB of 2.5m boundary of these may
be deemed to be the site
and 45°
boundary.
• Northern boundary: HIRB of 2.5m and 55°
There is no HIRB applicable
to the length of the
common wall between
abutting buildings.
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Front lot
abutting one
other front lot

Front lot
abutting two
other front lots

Front lot
abutting two
other front lots

Side boundary
5m

8m max

Front lot
adjacent to
a corner lot

Street boundary

Front lot
adjacent to
a corner lot

HIRB 5m and 45o

Front lot
abutting one
other front lot

Rear boundary

Front lot
abutting one
other front lot
18m max

ARCHITECTURAL DESIGN

Front lot
abutting one
other front lot

HIRB 2.5m and 55o
northern boundary

Corner lot

Front lot
adjacent to
a corner lot

Front lot
adjacent to
a corner lot

HIRB 2.5m and 45o western
& eastern boundaries

Corner lot

Street Boundary - HIRB controls do not apply
HIRB 5m and 45o
HIRB 2.5m and 55o
HIRB 2.5m and 45o
HIRB 2.5m and 35o
Diagram showing where HIRB rules apply (nts)

2.5m

HIRB 2.5m and
35o southern boundary

Diagrams showing how HIRB rules apply in elevation (nts)
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The relationship between the spaces in your building and the street,
and between you and your neighbours has an impact on the quality of

Front Door
Location

The front door must be very visible and obvious from the
street, and should be sheltered from the elements

the development. All dwellings have to relate well to public streets by

Windows

At least one large window from a habitable room at
ground level must face the street. This should be a
kitchen, dining, living, or family room.

having one well designed façade facing the street. That facade must
include a front door and windows, and be designed to create a positive

If extensive glazing is proposed in a façade, ensure it is
set back into the façade or shaded by eaves to minimise
irritating reflectivity and glare effects.

street address.

CHARACTER

Colour / Materials At least two colours and materials must be used in the
front façade.
Garage

Garages must be integrated into the architecture of the
building and used to help break down the visual mass
of the building. Single width garages are encouraged.
If double garages are desired, an acceptable solution
is to break them up visually by stepping the facade and
including two single doors.

Special Features

Balconies and balustrades need to be integrated into the
façade. If a chimney is proposed, it must contribute to the
building’s visual appeal as an architectural feature.

Side Elevations

Side elevations that are very prominent or visible from
a street or reserve must also be designed to be visually
interesting and well finished.

Security Devices

Security alarms and accessories must be placed as
unobtrusively as possible.

The design of your building should recognise that it is located in a
countryside setting and that it is a new build constructed with modern
materials and practices. It should encompass conventional building
forms within a contemporary architectural style, and it should be honest
about materiality and construction.

FRONT FACADE
Front Facade

Ensure that your front facade is distinctive and differs
from immediate neighbouring houses.
The front façade must have at least 400mm of “depth”
(this is the variation between surface faces), such as by
using projections, recesses, setbacks, and the thickness
of materials or shapes. This will create visual interest and
shadow lines that break up the building’s mass.
Window frames, fascias and similar should be expressed
as being important façade features by giving them
thickness and weight.
Eaves will normally be required.
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PRIVACY

Public address

Locate the front facade, front door, and letter box along
the public street.

Connect

The design should allow for the building to connect well
to the spaces around it - including it’s own yard areas
and the street beyond.

Dining

Living
Room

Kitchen

Front
Yard

STREET

Main Outdoor
Living Space

Passive
Surveillance

Dwelling units in close proximity should be designed to provide visual
privacy as well acoustic privacy.
Privacy of Living
Rooms

Visual privacy between living rooms and open spaces
and living rooms of adjacent dwellings is recognized as
one of the key factors guiding success of housing on
small lots.

Habitable Rooms

The placement of habitable rooms and bedrooms to
the front and rear of sites will minimise overlooking on
neighbours and support outlook to the public domain.

Windows

If houses have been approved or constructed on
immediately adjoining sites, be sure to place windows
in your house in such a way that your windows do not
directly look into the neighbour’s windows.

Screening

Appropriate vegetative screening at side and rear
boundaries between dwellings will go a long way to
providing the visual and acoustic privacy.

Acoustics

Dwellings should provide a high standard of sound
insulation. Glazing and ventilation options should
be investigated with particular attention paid to
providing acoustic control in order to maintain a quality
environment for inhabitants regardless of external noise
factors.

Service
area

Activate

Provide active frontages and/or windows from habitable
rooms to all public boundaries.

•
•
•

To ensure good surveillance of public spaces
To maximise outlook to high amenity areas
To create visual interest from the street.
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Does the dwelling:
•
This unit has an obvious front door and recessed garage

x

Active frontages with windows and balconies fronting the
street

Relate positively overall to the street and
open spaces?

•

Have clearly articulated building forms?

•

Provide passive surveillance?

•

Allow privacy to neighbouring units?

•

Acknowledge and respect the amenity
values of the development?

•

Have parking and garaging that doesn’t
dominate?

•

Have well thought out services and
service areas, screened from public
view?

•

Contain appropriate landscaping that
contributes to the built form as well as
the street?

Inactive double garage door dominates the front facade

Ranch slider connects unit with the front yard and street
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ARCHITECTURAL DESIGN

“Housing is most successful
when landscaping and
architecture are considered
together, and in context
with the surrounding
neighbourhood”
DESIGN QUALITY OBJECTIVES
Consistent facade Window and door proportions, materials
treatments

Variation and
unique visual
character

Function over
form
Authentic
Construction
Clarity of Form

and colours should work in harmony with
each other. This means they can contrast
and change but will need to have some
consistency in language and pattern across
the building.
Unique building forms are encouraged
in relation to neighbouring dwellings.
Buildings should be designed to convey
a unique individual identity and address.
Roof lines and facades should be
modulated without creating an overly
complex elevation.
Window openings should be sized
to maximise solar access and street
surveillance.
The design should express realness in a
contemporary building style.
The design should express a primary form
to the street, with a recessive element that
does not compromise the clarity of the
dominant building form.
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All dwellings have to use cladding systems that convey a sense of
quality and which will age well in terms of weathering. Brick and timber

Finish

are excellent choices.

No visually obtrusive or highly reflective roof, wall or
joinery materials, colours or mirror glass may be used
for any building.

CLADDING
Materials

Almost all exterior cladding will be required to be
painted or coloured. Exceptions are bricks and some
forms of timber weatherboard.

Exposed or unpainted iron finishes are not supported,
particularly for roofing.
A diversity of materials is envisaged throughout
Murphy’s Park. The materials and construction
systems proposed should visually reinforce the design
of the buildings.
Materials should be:
•
Appropriate to the environmental conditions;
and
•
Responsive to the natural context.
Appropriate materials include brick, precast concrete
with exposed aggregate or natural finishes, plaster,
natural or stained wood, weather boards, fibre
cement board products, and shingles.
No visually obtrusive or highly reflective roof, wall, or
joinery materials may be used for any building.

New Cladding
Solutions

New cladding solutions are not unwelcome but
you may need to provide detailed manufacturer
specifications and examples to the Review Panel.

Variation

At least two different materials or cladding
approaches should be used in facades that face
streets or reserves. Exceptions will usually only be
allowed for small houses or narrow facades.

Lifespan and
Maintenance

All exterior finishes must be kept in a tidy and well
presented state at all times.
Use materials that will age and weather naturally
without looking very run down or cheap.
Use very low maintenance materials adjacent to side
boundaries wherever the building is placed closer
than 0.8m to a boundary.

GLAZING
Large panels of glazing on buildings should not be overly reflective
or contain special tints. They should be balanced with other materials
which can provide shading and screening.

Variations in cladding material should relate logically
to architectural features or shapes in the facade.
Vertical lines often work well.
Large, unbroken surface areas of brick and plaster as
well as monolithic cladding solutions are undesirable
and are unlikely to be approved.
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Stained vertical cedar, white painted brick

Vertical fibre cement and weatherboards with feature screen

Monolithic cladding solutions are unacceptable

Red bricks and charcoal profiled metal cladding

Horizontal weatherboards and light stained vertical cedar

x
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White plastered brick and dark stained horizontal cedar
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ARCHITECTURAL DESIGN

Colours of the natural environment

Light stained cedar with black and white contrasts

COLOUR SELECTION
Reflection and integration with the natural environment are important
objectives in selecting a colour palette. In general, natural and recessive
coloured materials will be encouraged. Consider selecting contrasting
colours, and hues that work well together. Visually obtrusive colours
such as primary hues and pastel tints are discouraged, especially over
large areas of brick and plaster.

Charcoal cladding with stained cedar feature wall
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x

Pastel tints are not encouraged

x

White fibre cement with timber features & constrasting windows

Non-contrasting pastel tones don’t work well together

Red brick, charcoal, and natural concrete hues

x

Bright, primary coloured paints are not permitted
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White bricks and white cedar with mid-grey features
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LANDSCAPE DESIGN

Lan d s c a p e D e sign
Landscaping is an essential part of creating a high quality address with rich
street appeal.
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LANDSCAPE DESIGN

FENCES AND RETAINING WALLS
Fences and walls must be visually interesting and not combine to form
large dominant surfaces.

2.0m

FENCES AND HEDGES
Rear Yard

All fences and hedges must be designed to be interesting, durable, and
complement the design of the house. No plain timber board fences are

Side gates should be located 1m behind the front
facade of the building. All gates should be in keeping
with the scale and appearance of the fence with
which they are associated.

Side and Rear Fences

Side fences between the street boundary and the
front face of the house must not be higher than 1.2m.
Beyond that they may be up to 2.0m in height.

Service
area

1.0m

Gates

Side Yard

1.0m

Low fences, hedges, and walls on the boundaries
of your front yard are encouraged. These are
recommended to be 0.9m and must be no taller than
1.2m.

1.2m

Front Fences

2.0m

permitted.

Front Yard

1.2m

Diagram showing acceptable locations of 2.0m (purple) and 1.2m (orange) fencing
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LANDSCAPE DESIGN

Low, solid front yard wall broken up with planting

Low, visually permeable fence in front yard

Tall and overgrown hedge in the front yard

Front yard hedging is insufficient

x

x

Side yard fence / gate in keeping in design with the house

x

Plain timber board fences are not permitted
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LANDSCAPE DESIGN

Retaining Wall and
Fence Combinations

No wall or fence combination should be taller than
3m in total.

Materials

Walls (and combined fences) must be finished to
be visually interesting and not be of natural closeboarded timber pailings.

Retaining Wall

Retaining walls must be less than 1.0m tall. If taller
walls are required, they will be required to be
stepped such that each wall is less than 1.0m tall, with
a minimum 0.4m space between for planting.

0.9m

Height

0.9m

RETAINING WALLS

Favoured materials for front yard retaining are either
plastered concrete or concrete block, stone, or flat–
faced ‘Keystone’ masonry.
Rectangular posts and rails, stained and softened with
planting is encouraged as the best solution for timber
retaining visible from the street.

Stepped retaining wall (section)

Diagram showing a corner site with stepped retaining

If round pole timber retaining walls are required for
engineering purposes, and will be visible from the
street, ensure the retaining walls are stained and they
are over clad with horizontal timber boards.

Example of a fence / wall combination in a front yard using dark stained timber and blocks.
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LANDSCAPE DESIGN

Terraced concrete retaining walls with planting

Masonry block retaining walls with planting

Visually interesting fence/wall combinations are encouraged

Natural round pole timber retaining walls aren’t permitted

Plain timber board fence/wall combinations aren’t acceptable

Natural pole retaining and board fences aren’t permitted

x

x

x
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Landscaping is an essential part of creating a high quality address with
rich street appeal. The front yard must be landscaped as part of the
construction phase.

REAR YARDS
Rear yard private outdoor spaces will benefit from landscaping that
creates privacy between residences. Rear yards that have outlook to

FRONT YARDS

public open spaces should have landscaping that does not obstruct

Landscaping the space between the front boundary and the front of the

views and connection to the open space beyond.

house is essential. Front yard planting can reinforce entrances, soften
hard surfaces, screen services, and provide privacy and separation
between each lot.
Planting

OUTDOOR LIVING SPACES
Housing on small lots benefit from well designed outdoor living spaces.

•
•
•
•

Vary the heights, textures, colours, and species
used to create visual interest and make the
frontage look highly invested in.
Select appropriate species for the intended
purpose.
Locate species to be sited for optimum growing
conditions.
We encourage mass planting to achieve
continuous coverage once mature.

Hedges / Fences

Hedges and fences are encouraged for definition of
the front yard boundary. Single species mass planting
must be used for hedges.

Height

Most vegetation should be limited in overall height
to maintain outlook to the street. It should have a
mature height of less than 1.5m.

The main indoor living area should be adjacent to and level with the
primary outdoor living space. Both should be elevated where possible,
so the two can work as one extended living room. The objective is that
the living court can be enjoyed as a presentable outdoor room and
those facing streets still work well without extensive fencing.
For front yard living, a good device is to vertically separate the living
court and the street edge up to 0.9m while providing low layers of
vegetative screening between the two. This is easily achieved on sloping
streets when the property is above street level.

Taller trees should have single narrow trunks and have
a mature height lower than the maximum height of
the dwelling.
Timeframe

The front yard must be landscaped as part of the
dwelling’s construction and be completed as early in
the build as practicable. It must be completed prior to
occupation of the dwelling.
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0.9m

LANDSCAPE DESIGN

The front yard fence defines the space and provides privacy

Plants in this rear yard have interesting textures and colours

Privacy and outlook from a raised front yard living court

Haphazard front yard fencing and planting is unacceptable

Outdoor living space should be adjacent to the living room

Structured front yard with grass, shrubs, pavers, and a side fence

x
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LANDSCAPE DESIGN

LANDSCAPING ELEMENTS
Trees and Planting

Distribute species and shapes in a manner that
compliments the house’s architectural features. Planting
must be designed to create layers of height, texture,
and colour.
Do not plant dense shrubs that will grow higher than 3m
along any boundary as this will reduce sunlight for you
and your neighbour.
Make sure any taller trees have sufficient space to
grow and make sure you have thought about any litter
nuisance such as falling seed pods or foliage.

Pavers

Where possible, the use of permeable pavers is
encouraged and (depending on building coverage)
will be advantageous in order to meet permeability
objectives.

Letter Boxes

Letter boxes must be designed to be compatible with
the house design, and shall have the appearance of
being integrated into the front yard. For example they
could be incorporated into the front fence, adjacent to
a low box hedge or be incorporated into a rectangular
masonry or stone “blade wall” beside the entrance path.

Letter box integrated into a blade wall alongside a permeable path

ESTABLISHMENT AND MAINTENANCE
Once construction of any building has commenced, the exterior and
front yard landscaping must be completed within 12 months.
Landscaping proposals must be shown on a landscaping plan that
includes a maintenance schedule for at least a 24 month period.
This nature inspired letter box sits well within the front yard
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LANDSCAPE DESIGN

Burgundy and green hues work well against the white wall

Front yard hedge and fence combinations work well

Front yards are expected to be maintained and kept tidy

This letter box clashes with the surrounding environment

x

x

Species arranged to create layers of height and texture

Permeable pavers work well with this house design
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Each house must have a driveway and a path to the front door that are
separated. They must be designed to be visually interesting including

Maintenance

Driveways must be maintained to be kept clean and
free of oil, mildew, or other stains.

concrete cuts or variation in surface material.

DRIVEWAYS AND REAR LANES
Design

A driveway must include detailing and/or texture for
visual interest. They shall be sawcut at equal intervals
of no greater than 2.4m parallel to the road and at
least bisected in the other direction.

Materials

The driveway must be constructed of an all weather
material such as concrete, stone, or concrete
cobblestones.
Concrete, (exposed aggregate or any other finish)
should contain 2% by volume black oxide added to
concrete mix.

Gates

PATHS
Design

It should include detailing and/or texture which is
complementary to the front facade for street appeal.
Solid concrete paths in the front yard shall be sawcut
at 1.2m parallel to the road.
Materials

Planting

All vehicle accessways should include soft
landscaping features that soften their visual impact.

Integration with the
Streetscape

Vehicle crossings should be designed to be as narrow
as possible.
Driveways must not cross any identified on-street car
parking bay.

The path must differ in finish or colour from the
associated driveway.
As with the driveway, the footpath must be
constructed of an all weather material. If used,
concrete, (exposed aggregate or any other finish)
should contain 2% by volume black oxide added to
concrete mix.

No solid gates across driveways are permitted but a
low height permeable gate up to 1.2m tall may be
installed. Any such gates must be designed to be
visually integrated with any front fence.
Gates must not open outwards into the street.

Paths shall be designed to directly connect to the
front door, and shall be visually separate from the
driveway.

Pedestrian Gates

A low height pedestrian gate up to 1.2m tall may be
installed if it aligns with the path, and it is visually
integrated with the front fence.

Maintenance

Footpaths must be maintained to be kept clean and
safe for pedestrian traffic. They should be free of oil,
mildew, mold, or other stains.

Driveways must not disrupt the levels or line of the
footpath, and be designed so that the footpath
crosses the driveway, not the other way around.
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LANDSCAPE DESIGN

Saw cuts and alternating concrete finishes are encouraged

x

Driveways and paths must be separate & visually interesting

Plants between driveway and path softens the visual impact

x

Vehicle crossings should be as narrow as possible

Path and driveway must differ in finish or colour

Finshes must reflect the alignment of path and driveway

x

page 31

Murphy’s Park
Housing Design Code

SITE INFRASTRUCTURE

Si te I n f r a s t r uc tur e
The accessories and infrastructure required to service a building must be
integrated into the architecture or hidden away from public view.
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EARTHWORKS
The transition between the building platform to the natural ground level

Rainwater Storage
Tanks

Rainwater tanks should be underground if possible. If
required to be above ground, they must not be located
in front yards or other visually obtrusive locations, and
must be no more than 1.8m high and obscured from
view by full height screening. The same rules apply if
located beneath decks.

Rubbish Bins

Rubbish bins must be stored hidden away from public
view. They can be located at the side or rear of a house,
or within a garage.

Boats / Caravans

Boats, caravans and the like are not allowed in front of
the house including the driveway. They may be located
within the rear yard or side yard provided they remain
in a legally drivable condition, and should be screened
from view.

Exterior Lighting

It is recommended that any exterior lighting hardware
solutions be integrated into the architecture or
landscaping so as to blend or disappear when viewed
from the street. Any illumination should be subtle
enough to not detract from the natural character of the
street or spill onto neighbouring properties.

must be carefully considered. The flow between indoor and outdoor
spaces should be easy, safe, and direct. Furthermore, level differences
should be subtle and integrated into the architecture. Pole or pile
foundations, if exposed to view, must be clad in a material that is visually
compatible with the main cladding of the house.

SERVICES AND ACCESSORIES
Services and accessories must be carefully placed. They must be
integrated into the architecture or hidden away from public view.
Service Courts and
Accessories

Home heating fuel tanks, gas cylinders, air conditioning
units, external water heaters, clothes lines and similar
can be stored in a service court.

No spotlights or floodlights may be installed in
association with any garage or path. Low height bollard
lights may be used. Other lighting that washes over
the building façade to provide soft indirect lighting is
permitted. Common areas should be well lit for safety
and security purposes while not effecting privacy.

Service courts should be positioned in an unobtrusive
location in the side or rear yard, separated from the
living court or front yard but adjacent to internal service
areas such as the laundry or garage.
Garden Sheds and
Other Auxiliary
Buildings

Garden sheds and other auxiliary buildings must not
be located in front of a house. They must be clad
and coloured to be compatible with the house. No
unpainted shed will be permitted.

Satellite Dish

Large free standing satellite signal receiving dishes
are not allowed. Smaller “Sky TV” style satellite dishes
all allowed but must not be located at the front of
the house. They must be placed as unobtrusively as
possible.

Stormwater
Detention Tanks

No storm water tank can be located in front of a house,
and must be underground.

Household
Plumbing

Drains, flues, and other household plumbing elements
must be designed and located as unobtrusively as
possible. Plumbing pipes must be contained within the
building envelope.
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Use planting and fencing to screen accessories

The height of the timber screening is insufficient

Rubbish bins must be hidden from public view

x

x

Down pipe is unobtrusive because of its position and colour

x

White down pipe contrasts the charcoal brick facade
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STANDARDS + QUALITY

Sta n d a r d s a nd Qua lity
The following section sets out the process that all purchasers will need to
follow to achieve the desired outcome for this development.
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DESIGN STANDARDS
Most of us would like to know that when we build a quality building,
our neighbours will bring a similar standard to bear on their site. The
following section sets out the process that all purchasers will need to
follow to achieve that outcome across the development.

design code. The design review panel does not have the power to waive
District Plan rules. Approval by the design review panel does not obviate
the need to apply to Auckland Council for Land Use Consent and/or
Building Consent.
The benefit of a two-stage review process is that you will receive a
“heads up” on the suitability of your design at the preliminary design
stage, when typically just a modest amount of effort and expense has
been outlaid. An approved design at this early stage will allow you
to proceed with confidence to the next stage. The final evaluation at
detailed design stage, prior to lodging building consent, is intended to

DESIGN PROFESSIONALS
It is expected that all purchasers will engage the services of competent

establish that the design has continued to develop in accordance with
the earlier approved design.

design professionals (registered architects, structural engineers, fire

The applicant is responsible for payment of their own design

consultants etc) to ensure the outcomes are as expected and meet legal

professionals for changes that may be requested by the design review

requirements.

panel.

DESIGN REVIEW PANEL
All designs must be submitted to the Murphy’s Park Review Panel for

The application form for design panel approval, and guidance on what
needs to be provided in the way of materials information and drawings,
is available at the end of this document.

approval at two stages of development of the design:
1.

Preliminary design stage (Resource Consent)

2.

Detailed design stage (Building Consent)

The Panel

The design review panel will be made up of professionals from the

The review panel will evaluate the designs for compliance with this

overarching development company and their expert consultants, who

design code and will, if necessary, request changes. The design

prepared this document.

review panel will provide constructive comment and guidance for the
development of your design to aid in progressing your project to a
positive and mutually agreeable outcome. In special cases the design
review panel may approve design elements that do not comply with this
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Lot(s) :

DP :

Date :

EXTERNAL MATERIALS AND COLOUR SCHEDULE
ITEM

Street Name :
Applicant :

APPLICANT CONTACT DETAILS

STANDARDS + QUALITY

APPLICATION FOR DESIGN
MATERIAL / FINISH

COLOUR
(Needed for final
approval)

Roofing
Fascia

Company:
Contact Name:

Spouting

Postal Address :
Tel:

Email:

APPROVAL TYPE

(please tick)

Cladding 1
Cladding 2

Preliminary		
Cladding 3

Final

DOCUMENT CHECKLIST

(please tick)

Two sets are required for all approvals

PRELIMINARY APPROVAL – CONCEPT DESIGN DRAWINGS
(minimum 1:100 scale)
Site Plan 		

Windows
Trim/Corner Boxing
Front Door

Floor Plans
Elevations

Garage Door

External Materials Schedule
Landscape Design Plans

Pergolas

Overall 3D drawings

FINAL APPROVAL - BUILDING CONSENT APPLICATION DRAWINGS
(minimum 1:100 scale)
Site Plan

Balustrades
Fencing

Floor Plans
Elevations
External Materials and Colour Schedule
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The following is a short summary of the main statutory development

Landscaping

The minimum landscaped area must be 30 per cent of the
net site area.
At least 50 per cent of the front yard must comprise
landscaped area.

11.3.8

Outdoor living

A dwelling at ground level must have an outdoor living
space that is at least 20m2 that:
a. has no dimension less than 4m;
b. has a gradient not exceeding 1 in 20;
c. is directly accessible from the principal living room,
kitchen or dining room;
d. is free of buildings, parking spaces, servicing and
manoeuvring areas;
Where an entire dwelling is located above ground level,
it must have a balcony or roof terrace that is at least 5m2
for studio and one bedroom dwellings and 8m2 for two or
more bedroom dwellings and has a minimum dimension of
1.8m.

11.3.9

Outlook

The underlying Mixed Housing Urban zone and Mixed
Housing Suburban zone control does not apply.
For rear sites the minimum dimension for a required outlook
space from the principal living room, where located above
ground floor level must be a depth of 6m and a width of 4m.

11.3.10

Front facade

The front façade of a dwelling or dwellings on a front site 11.3.12
must contain:
a. glazing that is cumulatively at least 20 per cent of the area
of the front façade measured on the basis of a storey height
of 2.4m per storey (excluding garage door).
b. a main entrance door that is visible from the street.

Fences

Fences in a front yard must not exceed 1.2m in height

Garage

A garage door facing a street:
11.3.15
a. must be no greater than 50 per cent of the width of the
front façade of the dwelling to which the garage relates.
b. must not project forward of the front façade of a dwelling.
c. must be set back at least 5m from the site’s frontage.

Stormwater

Stormwater runoff from impervious areas greater than 25m2
must be directed to an on-site device designed and sized to
accommodate stormwater runoff from the site and achieve
retention.

controls pertaining to Murphy’s Park for your convenience. For more
rules and additional detail, please refer to the relevant precinct
documents.
Zone

Mixed Housing Suburban

Mixed Housing Urban

Ref.

Maximum
height

9m maximum

11m maximum

11.3.2

Front yard

3m minimum. Note: 9m
minimum setback when
adjoining Countryside
Living Zone

2.5m minimum. Note: 9m
minimum setback when
adjoining Countryside Living
Zone

11.3.3

Side yard

1m minimum to face of wall cladding. Note: for sites with
a road frontage width less than 12.5m, one side yard can
be reduced to 0m provided that legal provision is made for
access for maintenance of the structure

11.3.3

Rear yards on all lots (except rear lots) must be a minimum
of 8m, except that a single storey building (or part of a
building) up to a maximum height of 5m, is permitted within
the rear yard provided that it is no closer than 3m from the
rear boundary. This does not apply where the site adjoins a
rear lane or access lot.

11.3.3

Rear yard

For rear sites, all yards (except those required to comply
with the rule above) must be a minimum of 3m.
Note: additional yard setbacks may be required. Please
refer to the relevant precinct documents.
Maximum
building
coverage

Sites over 400 net site area: 40%
Sites under 400 net site area: 50%

11.3.4

Maximum
impervious
area

70%

11.3.5

11.3.13

11.3.18
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BUILT FORM CONTROLS SUMMARY
Document /
Instrument

Purpose / Status

Implementation

Enforcement

Design
Codes

To control the quality
of built form. Largely
concerned with
controlling the initial
design and quality of
the built development

Through a
clause in the
sale & purchase
agreements for
land

Enforced by the
developer.

Covenant

To control critical
neighbourhood
amenity aspects –
(fencing, parking,
landscaping etc) in
perpetuity – i.e. post
establishment of
initial built form and
beyond the duration
of the developer’s
involvement

Registered on
title. Benefits &
obligations pass
with title

Enforced by
adjoining
neighbours in
the same stage

Encumbrance To control critical
neighbourhood
amenity aspects –
(fencing, parking,
landscaping etc)
registered on title in
favour of developer

Operates as a
charge on land
(in similar fashion
to a mortgage).

Enforced by
developer.
Once developer
completes
development,
encumbrance is
discharged if not
already expired

Consent
Notice

Registered on
title through
the Resource
Management
Act 1991.
Usually required
as a condition
of Resource
Consent.

Enforced by
Council

Restrictions and
obligations placed
on the use of one or
more Lots – usually in
relation to land use or
geotechnical issues.
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HEALTH AND SAFET Y AT WORK ACT

SAFET Y IN DESIGN

The Health and Safety at Work Act (HSWA) came into force 4 April 2016.

Designers must prioritize safety in the design of buildings, landscaping,

The purpose of this act is to change the attitude of everyone towards

and services in Murphy’s Park. Safety during construction, occupation,

safety in the workplace. Everyone involved in the development of

and maintenance should also be considered.

Murphy’s Park must act in accordance with the HSWA. Everyone must
know what the health and safety risks in their business are, and take into
account factors including:
•

the likelihood of the risk concerned occurring;

•

the degree of harm that might result from the hazard or risk;

•

what you know (or should know) about the hazard or risk; and

•

the availability and suitability of ways to eliminate the risk, and
where they can’t be, controls to minimise the risks.

This process of assessment helps business to balance both the
consequences and likelihood of harm with the suitability, availability and
cost of controls more readily. The assessment then enables businesses
to prioritise and focus on managing (so far as is reasonably practicable)
the most significant risks before managing lower level risks. For the
purposes of managing risk, reasonably practicable is a balance between
what is possible (the highest level of protection) and what is achievable
(reasonable in the circumstances). Remember that there are common
controls for common risks. WorkSafe has a number of factsheets
available on their website to help you with these.

It is expected that designers refer to up-to-date guidance
documentation about safety from reputable sources. Useful materials
can be sourced from (but are not limited to) the following organisations:
•

Ministry of Business, Innovation and Employment

•

Work Safe New Zealand

•

Safe Work Australia

•

New Zealand Institute of Architects

•

New Zealand Institute of Landscape Architects

•

Institute of Professional Engineers New Zealand

Safety in Design Checklist

The checklist on the following page is from ‘Code of Practice: Safe
Design of Structures’ by Safe Work Australia. It may be used to assist in
identifying hazards and controlling risks associated with the design of
structures throughout their lifecycle.

Please refer to the Act and related guidance material for further
information.
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ELECTRICAL SAFETY
Earthing of electrical installations
Location of underground and overhead power cables
Protection of leads/cables
Number and location of power points
FIRE AND EMERGENCIES

Space for occupants
PLANT
Tower crane locations, loading and unloading
Mobile crane loads on slabs
Plant and machinery installed in a building or structure
Materials handling plant and equipment

SUBSTANCES
Exposure to hazardous substances and materials
including insulation and decorative materials
Exposure to volatile organic compounds and off
gassing through the use of composite wood products
or paints
Exposure to irritant dust and fumes
FALLS PREVENTION

Fire risks

Maintenance access to plant and equipment

Fire detection and fire fighting

The guarding of plant and machinery

Guard rails

Emergency routes and exits

Lift installations

Window heights and cleaning

Access for and structural capacity to carry fire tenders
Other emergency facilities
MOVEMENT OF PEOPLE AND MATERIALS
Safe access and egress, including for people with
disability

AMENITIES AND FACILITIES
Access to various amenities and facilities such as
storage, first aid rooms/sick rooms, rest rooms, meal
and accommodation areas and drinking water
EARTHWORKS

Traffic management

Excavations (for example, risks from earth collapsing
or engulfment)

Loading bays and ramps

Location of underground services

Safe crossings

STRUCTURAL SAFETY

Exclusion zones

Erection of steelwork or concrete frameworks

Site security

Load bearing requirements

WORKING ENVIRONMENT
Ventilation for thermal comfort and general air quality
and specific ventilation requirements for the work to
be performed on the premises

Stability and integrity of the structure
MANUAL TASKS
Methods of material handling

Temperature

Accessibility of material handling

Lighting including that of plant rooms

Loading docks and storage facilities

Acoustic properties and noise control, for example,
noise isolation, insulation and absorption

Workplace space and layout to prevent
musculoskeletal disorders, including facilitating use of
mechanical aids

Seating
Floor surfaces to prevent slips and trips

Assembly and disassembly of pre-fabricated fixtures
and fittings

Anchorage points for building maintenance and
cleaning
Access to working spaces for construction, cleaning,
maintenance and repairs
Scaffolding
Temporary work platforms
Roofing materials and surface characteristics such as
fragility, slip resistance and pitch
SPECIFIC RISKS
Exposure to radiation, for example, electromagnetic
radiation
Exposure to biological hazards
Fatigue
Working alone
Use of explosives
Confined spaces
Over and under water work, including diving and work
in caissons with compressed air supply
NOISE EXPOSURE
Exposure to noise from plant or from surrounding area
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BUILDING RESTRICTIONS

CONSTRUCTION PRACTICE UNDERTAKING

There are some building materials and practices that are restricted or

All persons undertaking residential building works in Murphy’s Park must

prohibited:

act in accordance with the Construction Practice Undertaking.

•

Re-locatable or second hand houses will be allowed only if
approved by the Review Panel.

•

Building materials must be new, or if recycled, be of high quality
and compliant with the New Zealand Building Code.

•

Pole or pile foundations, if exposed to view, shall be clad in a
material visually compatible with the main cladding of the house.

•

Temporary structures such as builder’s sheds must be removed
within 12 months of commencement of building.

The builder must, at all times during construction, comply with this Construction Practice
Undertaking to ensure that each Lot within the development is kept in a safe and clean
condition, and that all persons performing work on each Lot conduct themselves in a
responsible and professional manner.
This acknowledgement is to be signed and submitted together with the final application
for Design Approval.

1. Health & Safety
i.
ii.

iii.
iv.
v.

The builder must:
take all practicable steps to ensure that no harm comes to any persons on each Lot
or in the vicinity of each Lot;
control the building site on each Lot as a place of work within the meaning of the
HSWA, and shall comply with all the applicable statutory requirements, regulations
and codes of practice regarding safety in its operations on the Lot;
have an acceptable industry standard Health & Safety policy;
erect and maintain appropriate temporary construction fencing around the lot when
undertaking any construction works on the site.
ensure appropriate Health & Safety signage is displayed on the Lot.

2. Lot Tidiness & Access
i.
ii.
iii.
iv.

The builder must ensure that:
any grass on the Lot is regularly mowed and any weeds controlled;
all materials are stored within the Lot and are kept in a tidy state and in a manner
that reduces the risk of damage or injury to property or persons;
all rubbish and trade waste located on the Lot is removed at regular intervals and, at
all times, stored in receptacles appropriate for waste of that nature;
all construction vehicles accessing the Lot do so only via the vehicle crossing.
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3. Protection of Public Assets
i.
ii.
iii.

The builder:
must ensure that it avoids damage to street trees, parking bays, footpaths, roads,
rain gardens and any other public assets within the development;
must not, and must not procure any other person to, drive any metal-tracked
earthmoving equipment on roads within the development;
acknowledges that the adjacent footpaths, roads and public areas are to be kept as
clean and tidy as possible at all times.

STANDARDS + QUALITY

Construction practice undertaking continued

In signing below, the owner and builder agree that they have read the Construction
Practice Undertaking and agree to abide by the same at all times.
Signed by:

Owner:
Date:

		
		

Builder:
Builder Tel:

4. Damage & Repairs

ii.

In the event of any damage occurring to any of the aforementioned public assets the
builder shall:
immediately advise Murphy’s Park panel of the location, nature and extent of the
damage;
request the appropriate specifications in order to undertake repair work;

iii.

repair the damage as per the specifications provided by the developer.

i.

5. Environmental Awareness
It is the responsibility of the builder to utilise devices and practices to reduce
sediment. Sediment is a significant contaminant of our streams, lakes and coastal
waters. The cumulative effect of sediment from individual building and earthworks
sites can have a devastating effect on the waterways at Flat Bush, ultimately
degrading their ecological value.

6. General
i.
ii.
iii.

It is the responsibility of the builder to :
comply with all statutes, regulations, by-laws and local and regional territorial
authority requirements in relation to construction of the dwelling;
take all reasonable steps to minimise noise and disruption to neighbouring
residents;
ensure all sub-contractors visiting the site are aware of the Construction Practice
Undertaking.
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